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This paper reports on one element of a larger project which explores the role of input in 
Arab learners’ acquisition of English articles. The paper’s research question investigates the 
effectiveness of explicit instruction in teaching two of the semantic properties of English 
articles (definiteness and specificity). De Jong (2009) stresses that explicit instruction in 
grammatical rules aids comprehension and leads to accuracy in production. However, SLA 
literature reveals an ongoing debate between instructed language teaching and natural 
language use advocated by Krashen (1982). This paper shows that the use of explicit 
instruction leads to increased accuracy in article acquisition.  
  
This study compares 54 Arabic speakers on an article elicitation task adapted from Ionin,  
Zubizarreta and Philippov (2009). Participants were divided into two groups and given an 
intervention course designed to focus on articles. Three versions of the task were 
administered as a pretest, immediate posttest and delayed posttest 5 weeks after 
intervention. Results show that the explicit instruction group increased accuracy in the 
immediate posttest especially in contexts where definiteness and specificity do not match, 
but this gain was diminished in the delayed posttest. It is argued that data provides evidence 
in favor of explicit instruction. The paper further shows that in addition to explicit 
instruction, there is a role for a generative approach to the language classroom.  
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