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It is well known fact that children use structures which are ungrammatical in target adult language and 

the same time they have grammatical structures as well. It has been stated that children are lacking 

some categories which are obligatory in adult grammar (Radfrod 1990, Clahsen 1990). Others (e.g. 

Poeppel and Wexler 1993) have argued that children have all the same categories as adults have.  

I have collected my data with longitudinal study from the two girls. The data were collected by 

videotaping the child's spontaneous speech in play situations in children’s home. Videotaping sessions 

were once a month and took an hour. Children's utterances were transcribed and the data consist of 

8500 utterances. 

The aim of my study is describe the development of Finnish syntax between 1;8 and 3;1 years of age. I 

will present my results about verb agreement, tense, negation, subject omission and some CP-level 

phenomena. Children begin in Finnish with 3.person singular verb forms and other verb forms with 

agreement emerged at age of 2;2. The negation of 3.person singular is used from the beginning of 

language acquisition and tense of 3.person singular from 1;11 years of age. Because Finnish has rich 

subject-verb agreement, subjects can be left out in 1. and 2.persons, but they have to pronounce at 

3.persons. Children tend to omit subjects also in 3.persons. In CP-level, children had questions from 

age of 1;11 and yes/no questions from age of 2;3.  Children started to use complementizers 

approximately at age of 2;6. The first uses of complementizers are ungrammatical because children just 

put the complementizer in front of the clause even if it is not needed there. Relative clauses were 

missing in my data.  
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